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WORD ON THE STREET DIGEST

Wh at m akes som eon e qu a lified to write
an  en cyclopedia? It  a ll com es down  to expe-
rien ce – an d n u m bers. Kate McClan agh an  is
execu tive produ cer, sen ior cast in g director
an d fou n der of Ch icago’s 14-year-old Sou n d
Advice an d Big Hou se Castin g & Au dio. Sh e’s
been  a  com m ercia l produ cer an d copywriter
for th e better part  of 23 years, a  cast in g
director for th e last  eigh t  years an d a  voice-
over ta len t  sin ce th e age of 11.

If th ose figu res don ’t  add u p to equ a l th e
requ isites of som eon e wh o’s qu a lified to
write a  com preh en sive tom e on  th e in s an d
ou ts of voiceover, th en  you ’re ju st  n ot  doin g
th e m ath .

McClan agh an , th e au th or of The Sound
A dvice Encyclopedia of Voice-over, h as coach ed
m ore th an  6,000 ta len t  an d produ ced m ore
th an  1,200 voiceover dem os. Th ose n u m bers
add u p, an d McClan agh an  h opes oth ers will
ben efit  from  h er own  very diversified experi-
en ce on  both  sides of th e m ic. “Havin g th e
u n iqu e van tage poin t  of bein g an  actor/pro-
du cer/copywriter/cast in g director, I’ve been
on  m any sides of th e produ ction ,” sh e says.

McClan agh an  discovered early on  th a t  sh e
wasn ’t  a lon e in  wan tin g a  sin gle referen ce to
tu rn  to for n o-n on sen se advice on  every
aspect  of th e voiceover in du stry an d becom -
in g a  workin g ta len t .

Her en cyclopedia , wh ich  was first  pu b-
lish ed in  1998, is th e cu lm in a tion  of  h er vast
experien ce. “You  sta rt  to n otice a  few
tren ds,” says McClan agh an . “Like wh at an
actor is likely to do an d wh at is requ ired of
h im  on  a  session . It  can  con flict  grea tly with
wh at th e copywriter/director is t ryin g to say.”

McClan agh an  believes directors, copywrit-
ers an d produ cers a re often  too bu sy m on i-
torin g th e overa ll produ ction  to h elp ta len t
in  th e way th ey’d like to an d a re often  n ot
qu ite su re h ow to h elp th em . Sh e recom -
m en ds th is book to crea tives wh o wan t to
“get  an  h on est  sen se of wh at’s tru ly requ ired
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of an  actor an d h ow to better direct  th em  on
a  session .”

Th is  gu ide to get t in g voiceover  r igh t  is
a lso a  resou rce for  sea son ed  t a len t  lookin g
to ju m p-sta r t  th eir  ca reers  a s  well a s  fresh
ta len t  wh o wa n t  to do it  r igh t  th e firs t
t im e. “Even  som eon e with  a n  in h eren t
a bility ca n  becom e a  bet t er, m ore effect ive
ta len t ,” sh e says. Yet  sh e a lso believes a
person  with ou t  in h eren t  a bility ca n  lea rn
to be a  grea t  VO a rt is t .

Am on g th e m any issu es addressed in  th is
en cyclopedia  a re gu idelin es for gett in g an
agen t, wh a t’s expected of ta len t , h ow to
determ in e wh at com m ercia l styles on e is
best  su ited for an d a  fu ll sect ion  devoted to
n om en cla tu re an d som e of th e fin er poin ts

of th ese con cepts.
McClan agh an  h as taken  grea t  pa in s to

u pda te th is n ewest  edit ion  of th e en cyclope-
dia , su rveyin g 4,800 crea tives  n a t ion wide –
n ot on ce, bu t  twice. Respon den ts described
wh at th ey were lookin g for in  voice ta len t ,
h ow th ey fou n d n ew voices, wh at  th ey
absolu tely didn ’t  wan t to h ear, wh a t  was th e
m ost  difficu lt  th in g to direct  an d m ore. Sh e
in corpora tes a  good dea l of th a t  da ta  an d
feedback in to th e book.

“I th in k we rea lly tapped in to wh at th e
crea tives rea lly wan t – besides a  voice.”

Th e u pda ted edit ion  of The Sound A dvice
Encyclopedia of Voice-over is ava ilable a t
www.voiceoverdem os.com .
– Scott Greenberg
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